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English surnames 

published in the Dictionary 

English surnames published in the DFD (version from July, the 27th 2016),  

word cloud is based on frequencies (logarithmized). 
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Partners and Aim   

• Academy of Sciences and Literature Mainz, Technische 

Universität Darmstadt and Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 

• preparation of the first-ever comprehensive digital dictionary of 

surnames in Germany 

 

 

 

 

Project Presentation 

2012 

2036 

Data basis with  

all 850 000 

surnames 

DFD with 200 000  
published articles 
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Project Presentation 

Features of DFD Articles 

• etymology and origin 

• geographical distribution of the 

surname 

• the occurrence of the name in 

countries other than Germany 

• morphological or semantic 

variants 

• further reading on the topic 
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Project Presentation 

Mapping Surnames 
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Project Presentation 

Relevance  

• shortcomings of previous surname dictionaries 

• resource for other research disciplines (e.g. dialectology, 

migration research) 
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Work Environment Onodi 
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User Interfaces for Editing Contents 

in the CMS 
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User Interfaces for Editing Contents  

in the XML Editor 
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Editing Interface and XML Code 
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Editing Interface and XML Code 
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Consistent Data Input 
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Consistent Data Input 
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Flexibility and Customizability  
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Flexibility and Customizability  
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New Features of Onodi 

• Copying of UUIDs 

• Managing Bibliographical References 

• Publishing Workflow 



08.03.2016  | Digital Dictionary of Surnames in Germany (DFD)  |  Horn, Hambuch, Reker |  18 

 

Copying of UUIDs: The Situation 

Article 

Glossary 
entry 

Thematic 
information 

dbbd95ff-8181-4c2d-acaa-59c46bf437a5 

fcd10016-55c7-430b-a897-33e8b16ce08b 

Miller 

Entrundung 

a2d70813-75b9-491b-a897-22e8e16ce60c 

English 

surnames vowel unrounded: 

Müller → Miller 

copy and paste 

UUID into article 
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Copying of UUIDs: The Problem 

• UUID stored in xml:id attribute 

 

 

• displayed in author view as static text 

 

 

 

 

 

• problem: in oXygen‘s author view not selectable 
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Copying of UUIDs: 

A (Too) Simple Solution 

• simple solution: switching to oXygen‘s text view 

• risk 1: users might invalidate the document by mistake 

• risk 2: selecting a UUID with the mouse is error-prone, 

characters in the beginning or at the end of the UUID might be 

omitted 
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Copying of UUIDs: The Solution 

• development of custom operation in Java 

• class “copyAttributeValueOperation” implements oXygen’s 

AuthorOperation interface 
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Copying of UUIDs: The Solution 

• copies value of xml:id attribute to clipboard 

• “Copy ID” buttons trigger copy operation 

• buttons placed with CSS next to any UUID 
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By the way:  
Are UUIDs valid values for xml:id? 

• auto-generated oXygen UUID: first character not always letter 

• problem: invalid values for xml:id 

• solution now: prefix s_, g_ or i_ 

• solution soon: CustomUUID plugin 

(http://github.com/digicademy/CustomUUID) 
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Managing Bibliographical References 

Screencast 
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Managing Bibliographical References 

• Zotero: web-based tool to organize research sources 

• eXist db scheduler calls XQuery script 

• retrieves bibliographical references 

• stores XML file 

• eXist trigger fires on update 

• creates key value list für combobox 

• splits XML file per letter 

• selected letter in combobox is parameter for ediarum 

index function 
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Work Environment Onodi 
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Publishing Workflow: TYPO3 CMS 

• dictionary website is driven by content management 

system TYPO3 

• TYPO3 extension “dfd” 

• data model 

• scheduler task for retrieval of documents which are ready 

for publication 

• storage in TYPO3 database 

• provides plugins for search, list and detail view of dictionary 

contents 
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Publishing Workflow:  

Articles “Ready for Publication” 
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Publishing Workflow: 

Scheduled Retrieval Task 

TYPO3 
scheduler 

task 

eXist db 

REST 

1. List of articles 

„ready for publication“ 

3. Check articles for links to glossary etc. 

4. Retrieve linked 

documents 

5. Store in TYPO3 database 

2. Retrieve articles 
eXist db 

REST 

eXist db 

REST 
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Conclusion 

• customized, user-friendly interface 

• users produce richly annotated documents – without 

advanced XML skills 

• copying of UUIDs is easy 

• bibliographical references centrally stored, easily inserted  

• automated publishing process – two mouse clicks are 

enough 

 

 
Questions? 


